Dr. William N. Hanafee Seed Grant Award
An Overview
Email completed applications to Laurie A. Loevner, MD: laurieloevner@aol.com, prior to September 3, 2010

________________________________________________________________

Purpose:
To enable young investigators (MDs or MD-PhDs) at the Instructor (including second year fellows) and Assistant Professor levels with academic appointments to conduct pilot projects and test hypotheses in preparation for major grant applications to the NIH and other governmental agencies, as well as foundations and corporations.  

Targeted Projects:
· Any research related to the radiology of head and neck diseases including but not limited to:

· Morphologic and functional imaging that addresses biologic or clinical questions

· Applications of advanced technologies and sciences

· Development of imaging technology

· Outcomes analyses

· Educational mechanisms.

· Emphasis will be placed on research deemed to have the most potential for future funding.
Eligibility
· Applicant must be an American Society of Head and Neck Radiology (ASHNR) Member or Member-in-Training at the time of application.  If the applicant is a Member-in-Training (non-dues paying member) the scientific advisor or a co-investigator must be a dues-paying member.

· Applicant or the sponsoring member must hold a full-time position in a department of radiology or nuclear medicine within an educational institution at the time of submission of the grant.

· Applicant must not have been a principal investigator on a prior government, private, industrial/commercial or societal grants totaling more than $50,000 USD in a single year.

· Applicant/co-principal investigator(s) must not be agents of any for-profit, commercial company in the radiologic sciences.

· Acceptance of an award from another source for the same project in the same year is prohibited unless the source provides only salary support.

· Applicant must have completed advanced training and be certified by the American Board of Radiology (ABR) or equivalent. International applicants must be certified by the radiology board in their country (where applicable).
Amount

Up to $15,000 United States Dollars for a 1-year project to support the preliminary pilot phase of scientific projects. The seed grant cannot be supplemental to major funding already secured.  No salary support for the principal or co-investigators will be provided.

· Travel expenses for the ASHNR Annual Meeting may not be paid for by this grant.

· Unexpended funds must be returned to the ASHNR Core Curriculum Fund.

· Research Seed Grants may run July 1 – June 30 or January 1 – December 30.  Funds will be paid to the department in two installments.

Deadline for Application

1) Grant application must be submitted online. Please see the Website www.ashnr.org to obtain an application.
2) On-line submission and a printed copy of the completed application, with original signatures, must be received no later than Monday, August 30, 2010.  Incomplete applications, applications that do not comply with the instructions, and/or those that do not have the appropriate executed signatures will not be reviewed.

Selection Criteria/Review Process

A study section consisting of physicians and scientists with expertise in topics of each grant will review the application for scientific merit and appropriateness for funding.  The final decision will be subject to approval by the Executive Committee of the ASHNR.  Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their applications by e-mail no later than September 20, 2010.
Guidelines for the review process:
Research Plan:  The proposed research project will be evaluated regarding its suitability for the applicant to obtain preliminary data with the anticipation of a future submission for additional funding from governmental agencies, corporations, or foundations. The evaluation will assess the following criteria:

· Significance, relevance and innovation of the proposed project to clinical care or the advancement of radiologic technology in the evaluation of head and neck sciences.

· There must be a defined plan for the protection of human subjects. Investigators must address issues related to inclusion based on gender, minorities and children.

· The hypothesis should be clear and well developed, and the experiments designed to appropriately test the hypothesis.  
· The proposed statistical analysis of the data must be defined.  
· The project should stand a good chance of being completed within the time frame of the grant with a realistic budget.
· Evaluate the suitability of the applicant related to the proposed research. Does the applicant have the appropriate experienced advisor(s) that can advise and guide them throughout the proposed project?

· Evaluate the facilities and commitment of the institution, the department and individual research labs where applicable to provide adequate support for the applicant. 
RULES and CONDITIONS 

1.
Progress Reports

Recipients must submit a report six months (180 days) after the start of the project, and a final report within 3 months (90 days) after completion of the project. Reports will be distributed to the Executive Committee to determine the success of the program.  Failure to comply with the final report requirement may negatively affect the home institution’s eligibility to receive future funds. Reports are to be submitted electronically (MS-Word).  Complete reports must address each of the following:


Interim report should include the following:
a) A summary statement.
b) The specific aims/goals of the research and show the results of the work toward each aim/goal. 
c) Disclose any deviations from the original research plan and justify them.
d) Outline expenditures that have been made thus far.

e) Indicate any problems or delays that you have encountered.
Final report should include the following:

1. Should address points a through e under Interim report (see above) and:
2. Indicate if the results from the research are being prepared for publication.
3. Indicate if the results from the research will be used as preliminary data to obtain additional funding.

4. Address the role the ASHNR grant had on your career.
2.
Publications

Scientific and educational manuscripts resulting from the ASHNR funding must first be submitted for consideration for presentation to the Annual Meeting of the ASHNR and/or American Society of Neuroradiology (ASNR), and for publication to the American Journal of Neuroradiology (AJNR).  Manuscripts that are not accepted for publication in the AJNR may then be submitted to journals of the author’s choosing.  One reprint of each publication produced as a result of the ASHNR funded work should be sent to the Society’s address for distribution to the Executive Committee.  
3. 
Acknowledgement
All posters, publications, and oral presentations of ASHNR-funded projects must contain appropriate acknowledgment of the Society’s support.
4. 
Extension
Extension of the terms of the grant may be requested to extend the final budget period up to 12 months beyond the original ending date.  Approval of an extension does not include the awarding of additional funds.  A request for an extension must be made in writing to the Chair of the ASHNR Research Committee.  The request must state the reason(s) for the extension, length of extension requested, and review the progress in the original grant period.  Requests must be co-signed by the department chair and research advisor and submitted to the chair of the Research Committee two months (60 days) prior to the original ending date.  Interim reports must be submitted every six months during the extension period.  

5. 
Termination of Support
The ASHNR Executive Committee reserves the right to modify or terminate the amount of any funds granted under the terms of the Research Seed Grant program.  If such a modification is deemed necessary, the grant recipient will be notified in writing at within 90 days prior to termination, and the investigator will have the option to modify the research plan or terminate the grant.

