Association of Formal Interpretation of Outside Neck CTs with Subsequent Intra-institutional Imaging.

Purpose: Over recent years, we have experienced a substantial increase in the number of neck CTs from outside facilities that our division is requested to formally interpret. It is unclear as to how many of these patients subsequently obtain imaging studies at our institution. The objective of this study was to determine what percentage of patients whose outside neck CTs were formally interpreted by our division eventually underwent subsequent imaging at our institution. 

Methods and Materials: We retrospectively reviewed all patients with neck CTs performed at outside facilities that were submitted for formal interpretation by our institution between July 2005 and June 2010. We then determined how many of these patients subsequently underwent CT or MR imaging at our institution. 

Results: 277 patients (289 studies) had neck CTs that were formally interpreted by our division. Of these, 57 patients had at least one subsequent imaging study of the neck performed at our institution, averaging 2.8 follow-up studies per patient. In total, these 57 patients generated 165 follow-up studies. 

Conclusion: Approximately 20% of patients that had a neck CT formally interpreted went on to have subsequent imaging at our institution with the majority of patients having multiple imaging studies.

